
MONTHLY WEATHER R E Y I E W ,  
I 

- - 
DECEMBER, 1875. 

___- _. - - 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 

1)IVISION OF 

TEI,ICLAM AND RmkTTs POI TAlE BINEPIT OF COMMERCE AND AGRIC~LTUB~. 
I N T  R O  D U O  T I O N ,  

Thc prcsciit l'i5icw of tlrc ntlliosplrc.ric 1 J l i ~ r i O I l i C l i i l  dufiiIg ~h!cciiil)eim, 187$ is b.iscf1 
upitir, first, the tri-cIiiil? siinii1t:iiieotis ohcrvatioils i:hilrIcd ilt this oficc I'or tlie striclj and 
prcl>ilt'ilt ion ot' t l ic \wuther pwc!ictittl\s itlie iiltcri\iitiond siiiiiiltiiiieoiis o\>scrv i l  t '  lOnS 

I I ~ L \ . c  i ~ o t  I)ecli I I S C ~ I )  ; scctl1lCl, thil rcportn ot' iiioittlily iiieans iind :lbstriicts froill 455 
stntioiis c1,isaificd HS C;\Ilitdii\li, Silviil Bospi L i k ,  Ariiiy Posts, Volui\tCc\r, 1I;Lriiie sild 
Uiiitcd bti\tcs Sigii:rl Service ; third, silclt t!t!\i'sl)iil)<'r reports i\s becl~recl reliable. . 

The riiolltli oI' L)t'cI?I1ibcr Iiila l)*..*cll, i i i  ~ ~ > i \ c ~ i l l .  IiIiLrkcd IJY the followirig prciili,u.il ics : 
First, thc high b;ironictric prcwiirc, wi t11  inf'rcciricut aud feeble storlns in tlie Diiitcd 

states. 
Second, the liigli teiiiper;itiire, thc nveragc of the iiioiitli Lcling ill thc Ohio valley 

and Northwest, ten ihgrecs above t h o  ~iorliiiil. 1 . 1 1  the Qouthwcst i u ~ d  Alississippi valley 
and \\lest\\.ilrd to the Piicific. the liioiitli l i i ~  becii o w  of, if not the I V ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ S ~  0 1 1  rccoi.d. 

. 

Third, the large Pscess of rtcii1filll i i i  0 r c y ) i i .  
Foiirth, almost total absctice ot' aiirori~s. 

I n  general-The general disr ril)utiun of atmosplwric presswe duriiig t.he month is 
shown by the isobars of Chart KO. 11. V'ith scnrcaly i 1 1 i  csception tlic avcl';i,ne pressure 
for this month is fro111 0.15 to 0.20 incli below t1ii1.t for December. 1 S i 4 ,  a i d  soinewhat 
below the menti for the past five p i r s .  The :ireils of low and liigb pressure Iinve been 
neither nurnwousn or intense ; the l ~ i i t h ~  of the furiiicr 1i;lve kept to the iiorthwarl of 
their avernge route ; the areis of high prcssiirc liii\re i\l)pL'iirL'd tu  follow t,lic Mississippi 
'valley southwnrd rather than southcastwad until  t h y  rcilclied the Gulf' coast. 

Areas of Lou) Baromcler.-Driring the iiioiith eight iniport;uit. biirolnetric minima 
hn.ve occurred n t  Portli~nd, Or., six of wliich, tliosc of the lst, 3d, 1S-i9th. 34111, 27- 
28th niid Ylst, were of sufficient estent, or were cciitr:il iu  such sorithcrti latitucles, ; I S  to 
prodiicc sensible efl'ects among our stations on the east side of the liocliy nlouiititins. 
Several small and teinporary iiiininia seem to have origiiintcd duriiig the molrth on tlie 
plains of the West and the Southwest. These were, however, the necessary results of 
the warm southerly winds blowing over those plaiiis iiortliwsrcl toward such regions of 
low barometer as passed from the Pacific coast into British America. Thus the 
storms west of the Mississippi have frequeatly been due to those occrirriiig B few days 
earlier on the Pacific coast, and ~niglit, witli soiiie propriety, be traced bitck\rerd to 
them ; they have first appeared as long, iim*ro\v barometric delmssions l)i\ri\llel to ilia 
mountain ranges; but, soon losing this feature, bccanie iiiore nearly circdilr as they 
passed eastward. Several minor depressions in the Nortlimcst aiiil tlie Soutll\vest 1ii~ve 
been too local or evanescent, or too iudefinite, to allow of a preseutation of their tracks 

B Alto iM E T R I C  P R E S S U R .E. 


